Tough Rally Poland Yields Points for Latvala and
Hänninen
3 July 2017
Toyota Gazoo Racing World Rally Team salvaged valuable points from a tough Rally Poland, enduring
treacherous, wet and slippery conditions and mechanical setbacks.
The eighth round of the 2017 FIA World Rally Championship concluded on Sunday with Jari-Matti
Latvala netting five points for an emphatic win on the Power Stage and Juho Hanninen clinching 10th
place overall. The result moves Latvala up to third in the drivers’ title race.
The results belie the performance of the Yaris WRC early in the rally, which put Latvala in close
contention for the lead. After claiming two successive stage wins on Friday’s first full day of action, he
finished the day just 6.6 seconds off top spot. Hanninen was placed eighth, but a promising start for
Esapekka Lappi ended in retirement with broken front suspension while running in a strong fifth place.
Latvala continued to shine early on day three with a victory in the opening stage. Mechanical problems
struck on stage 16, however, and the Finn was sidelined for the rest of the day. Hänninen fell back, too,
coping with a turbo boost issue and a slow puncture through stage 15.
WRC regulations allowed Latvala to compete in Sunday’s four stages and he seized the opportunity to
take a maximum five points in the Power Stage, completing the test 4.9 seconds faster than his
nearest rival.
Reflecting on his mixed fortunes, he said: “Of course, it was disappointing to retire on Saturday but it
was important that we came back and managed to win the Power Stage. We scored five more points
and it gives me the confidence again that our car is very fast and we can challenge our rivals in the
rallies that are coming up.”
Team Principal Tommi Mäkinen added: “Jari-Matti came back well from the disappointment of retiring
yesterday. He again showed great speed, like he did earlier in the weekend. Overall, the result wasn't
what we expected but the pace we had here was a positive going on to Finland.”
Toyota Gazoo Racing’s three drivers will be competing on home ground in the next WRC round, Rally
Finland, which takes place from 27 to 30 July. One of the most famous events in the rallying calendar,
it is renowned for spectacular, high-speed stages on tree-lined forest roads featuring numerous
jumps.
PROVISIONAL FINAL RESULT, RALLY POLAND:
1 Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul (Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC) 2h40m46.1s

2 Hayden Paddon/Seb Marshall (Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC) +1m23.9s
3 Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia (Ford Fiesta WRC) +2m20.8s
4 Dani Sordo/Marc Marti (Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC) +2m47.4s
5 Stephane Lefebvre/Gabin Moreau (Citroen C3 WRC) +3m11.8s
6 Teemu Suninen/Mikko Markkula (Ford Fiesta WRC) +3m16.8s
7 Mads Ostberg/Ola Floene (Ford Fiesta WRC) +3m39.6s
8 Elfyn Evans/Daniel Barritt (Ford Fiesta WRC) +4m39.1s
9 Andreas Mikkelsen/Anders Jaeger (Citroen C3 WRC) +4m43.5s
10 Juho Hänninen/Kaj Lindström (Toyota Yaris WRC) +4m53.7s
20 Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka Anttila (Toyota Yaris WRC) +28m01.0s
Retired Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (Toyota Yaris WRC)
(Results as of 17:00 on Sunday local time, for the latest results please visit www.wrc.com)
2017 FIA World Rally Championship for drivers after round eight:
1 Sebastien Ogier 160
2 Thierry Neuville 149
3 Jari-Matti Latvala 112
4 Ott Tanak 108
5 Dani Sordo 82
6 Elfyn Evans 57
7 Hayden Paddon 51
8 Craig Breen 43
9 Juho Hänninen 30
10 Kris Meeke 27
13 Esapekka Lappi 20
2017 FIA World Rally Championship for manufacturers after round eight:
1 M-Sport World Rally Team 259
2 Hyundai Motorsport 237
3 TOYOTA GAZOO Racing WRT 153
4 Citroen Total Abu Dhabi World Rally Team 117

